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ST MARGARET MARY ALACOQUE
(1647-1690)
IN the Life of St Gertrude by the Carthusian Lanspergius, surnamed
" The Just/' it is recorded that the famous Abbess once asked St John
the Evangelist who had appeared to her, why it was that he, the Beloved
Disciple, had written nothing concerning the Sacred Heart, and was
informed that that devotion was reserved for the last times, to rekindle
the flame of Charity grown cold. (Life: book iv., chapter 4). The Sacred
Heart of Jesus, the symbol of the burning love with which He loves us
unto the end (Sf John xiii. i), has indeed rekindled a great fire of devotion
throughout the Catholic world during the past two centuries and a half,
and while arousing an intense personal love for Our Lord, has also power-
fully furthered the adoration of the Holy Eucharist.
St Margaret Mary Alacoque, to whom under God is so largely owing
these widespread religious developments, was born at Lantecour, a village
of Burgundy, 22nd July, 1647. Her father, le Sieur Claude Alacoque,
a judge and a very devout Catholic, died when Margaret was eight years
old, and for some years, owing, it seems, to the misconduct of a near
relative, the family, consisting of Margaret, her mother and four brothers,
suffered from very straitened circumstances. Eventually most of the
ancestral fortune was recovered, but meantime the children were largely
dependent on others. Margaret was educated at the Convent of the
Urbanist Nuns at Charolles, and while there, began to have spiritual
experiences. These included a distaste for childish amusements, and a love
of recollection and prayer. It was about this period, too, that she made
a vow of Chastity to God, though, as she tells us, not knowing at the time
the meaning of the words 1 In all these confidences we are strongly
reminded of Newman's early religious thoughts and phases as described
in the Apologia. Though intensely spiritual, and even at this time cheer-
fully putting up with all kinds of daily troubles and untoward occurrences
for the love of God, Margaret when about seventeen, to please her mother
and brothers, went to balls and gaieties, but was weaned from amusements
that were not for her, by the vivid representation that she had of Our
Lord crowned with thorns. She seemed to hear the words: " I chose you
for My Spouse, and you promised mutual fidelity when you made the vow
of Chastity, before the world had any place in your heart." Owing to the
prevailing spirit of Jansenism, perhaps, confirmation was much delayed
in those days in France, for Margaret was twenty-two before she received
1 These alternate dates are given in the Roman Breviary*